


 
STAMBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 22 January 2026 at 7.30pm at the village hall, Stambourne.  

PRESENT:
Mr Neil Pyman (Chair)				
Mrs Val Kerrison				
Mr Martin Fall
Mrs Karen Grant
Mrs Wendy Anderson
Mr Andrew Drysdale
Mr Nathan Robins
			
In attendance:
Cllr Richard van Dulken (BDC)
Mrs Deborah Hilliard

26/1	Apologies for absence.
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr Peter Schwier (ECC)

26/2	Declaration of interests, personal or prejudicial
	None.

26/3	Minutes of meeting held on 20 November 2025
The minutes of the meeting held on 20 November 2025 were approved as a correct record and signed.

26/4	Matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting
	It was noted that the planning application considered at the last meeting was not approved.

26/5	Report of County Councillor and District Councillor
	Cllr van Dulken (BDC) reported.  Points noted were:

· Unitary councils were underway but there was no further news.
· Braintree District Council budget was being prepared and would be considered at the meeting on 16 February 2026 and proposals were:
· No increase in BDC Council tax
· No increase in green bin charge
· The Councillors Community Grant to continue for the next 2 years.
· Local Plan Review – it was noted that the proposal to build on land south of Haverhill had been rejected.
· Wethersfield airbase – It was noted that numbers were approximately 800 and Cllr van Dulken was due to visit again in February.
· Stansted Airport – planning permission had been granted by Uttlesford District Council to an increase to passengers, however no increase in the number of flights.

There were no questions and Cllr van Dulken was thanked for his update.

26/6	Pavilion
	It was noted that the pavilion remained closed for winter. 

26/7	Playingfield
· CIF application – it was noted that the application had been submitted by the deadline and acknowledged and the outcome was awaited.
· Tree trimming programme – It was noted that the priority work had been completed as shown in the tree surgeon’s report.  After discussion it was agreed that the 1-3 year programme as shown in the report be broken down across 3 years with the higher priority work to be undertaken first.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would ask the tree surgeon to identify the higher priority work.  Andrew will liaise with the tree surgeon.
· Gate agreement – it was confirmed that the agreement had been signed and Debbie will collect the signed copies.
· Grass cutting – it was noted that a new contractor was needed.  Debbie will circulate the specification and it was agreed that payment would be £60 per cut and three potential contractors had been identified and would be contacted.

26/8	Highways
It was noted that the Anglia Water tankers pumping out the holding tank near Slough Farm at Chapel End Way had damaged the verges and could be asked to rectify the damage once work was completed.

26/9	Footpaths
Val reported that she had not received any reports of issues on the footpaths.

26/10	Planning
· 25/02346/COUPA - Unit 2 Greenfields Farm Great Yeldham Road Stambourne Essex CO9 4ND – it was noted that the application had been rejected by BDC.

26/11	Correspondence
· Telephone Box Book Swap (Church Road) – It was noted that a volunteer had agreed to take over the book swap and its re-launch would take place on 14 February 2026.

26/12	Insurance Claim	
Debbie reported that the claim had been made with the insurer.  The claimant had sent in the invoice for the repair and Debbie had forwarded everything to the insurer.  The claimant was pressing for payment; however the insurers had asked for additional information from the Parish Council which was being provided and were also wanting to contact the claimant.  The claimant had been advised of this.  It was hoped that the matter would be settled shortly.  After consideration it was agreed to authorise Debbie to pay the claimant if required.

26/13 	Budget and Precept for the Year 2026-27
The budget had been circulated prior to the meeting.  
· Verge Cutting – It was proposed and agreed that verge cutting payment should be increased and the full amount allocated by ECC be paid to the contractor.  Mr Pyman did not take part in this conversation due to a conflict of interest.

After consideration it was proposed and unanimously agreed that:-
· The budget figure to be agreed for the year 2026-27 be £9,990.56
· The precept figure to be agreed for the year 2026-27 be £9,990.56

The budget form will be signed and returned to BDC.

26/14	Finance
	Monies paid (since last meeting)
Mr M Fall (reimbursement bonfire night glowsticks)	£191.57
Eon (electricity)						£19.24
T&M Boughtwood (lawnmower repair)			£444.00
Mr M Turner (grass cutting)				£430.77
Silver Link						£150.00
Stambourne Church (grass cut)				£250.00
Stambourne Chapel (grass cut and electricity)		£260.00
Eden Print (newsletter)					£32.00
Nicom IT Services (IT)					£61.60
Mr R Wright (Pavilion Cleaning)				£175.00
Eon (electricity)						£34.34

Monies to be paid
Wave (Pavilion)						£60.96
Village Hall Rent					£60.00
Eon (electricity)						£23.12
Mrs D Hilliard (wages)					£797.16

Monies received
Bank Interest						£12.34
Mr M Fall (bonfire night food)				£50.00
ECC 2nd verge cut					£694.22

Estimated balances at 31 December 2025
Notional Current Account				£28,511.65
Reserve Account					  £4,245.45
							£32,757.10
Balance of Bonfire fund					£19,105.36
							£13,651.74


25/15	Date, time and place of next meetings
	19 March
	14 May
	23 July
	24 September
	19 November

All are Thursdays at 7.30pm unless shown otherwise 

One item not on the agenda but agreed to consider:

Village Hall update: Wendy reported:
· Seated yoga had stopped as there were not enough people attending for it to be viable.
· Bingo was going well with approximately 18 people attending each session.
· Suggestions for other events included a games afternoon.  There was discussion about purchasing some games for the village hall and it was proposed that the village hall committee apply for funds from the Cllrs Community Grant.  Wendy and Debbie will liaise to put in an application.
· Evening yoga was going well.
· An application has been made to the Repair Shop re the village hall clock.

There being no further business to discuss the meeting closed at approximately 8.20pm.




Signed: ………………………………………………		Dated: ………………………………………………
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