


STAMBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 23 July 2026 at 7.30pm.  The meeting was held in the village hall.

PRESENT:
Mr Neil Pyman 	Mr Nathan Robbins (Stambourne Parish Council and Essex County Council)
Mr Martyn Fall					Mrs Val Kerrison
Mrs Wendy Anderson				Mr Andrew Drysdale

IN ATTENDANCE:
Cllr Richard van Dulken (BDC)
					
CLERK:
Mrs Deborah Hilliard


26/64	Apologies for absence.
Apologies were received and accepted from Karen Grant.

26/65	Declaration of interests, personal or prejudicial
There were no declarations made.  

26/66	Minutes of meeting held on 21 May 2026
The minutes of the meeting held on 21 May 2026 were approved as a correct record and signed.

26/67	Matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting
	There were no matters arising.

26/68	Report of District/County Councillor
	Cllr van Dulken reported.  Points noted were:-
· Wethersfield Airbase – It was noted that it would not be closing in 2027 as previously informed and numbers would increase to 1245.  It was noted that James Cleverly MP and Braintree District Council had objected to this change.
· Robin Hood Solar Farm – It was confirmed that an EIA would be needed with any application.
· Local Government Re-organisation – It was confirmed that BDC continued to work with Colchester, Tendring and ECC on this proposal.
· Waste and Recycling – BDC had taken on board some of the comments made regarding the new system and there would be a review of services in the autumn.
· Local Plan Review – It was noted it was on target to be put to the Planning Inspectorate at the end of the year.
· DART 3 – It was noted that this service was being taking over by DigiGo.

Cllr Van Dulken was thanked for his report.

Cllr Robins reported.  Points noted were:
· Potholes – ECC had declared a pothole emergency and confirmed that repairs were up between April and June by 30% on last year including more permanent repairs and with a target to repair the non-urgent potholes within 90 days.  ECC were going to test the JCB Pothole Pro.  
· Local Government Re-organisation – It was noted that the new administration wanted a judicial review regarding this proposal as it had questioned the financial viability of the project and identified that there could be and issues around staffing an expertise which some Districts would not be able to support.
· Net Zero – The new administration were of the view to scrap the goal of Essex becoming carbon neutral as it was mostly unachievable and would have no measurable benefit.  This would save approximately £4m in coming years which could be used elsewhere.  The statutory commitments to clean air and recycling would remain and were part of the 100 day plan and Clean Up Campaign.  
· Locality Fund – Noted as a fund of £10,000 for Hedingham Ward and was in demand.  A guidance pack was available.
· Full Council Meeting – A motion was passed to ask central government to review housing targets set for Essex which were unachievable.  There was a further motion to protect agricultural land and green belt.  
· Wethersfield Airbase – The Council’s position was to detain and deport illegal migrants, but more locally to have the shuttle buses stopped.

Question raised – Could the County Councillor feedback to Essex Highways that the road closure signs have more information as to which road was actually closed.

Cllr van Dulken and Cllr Robins were thanked for their reports.  

26/69	Pavilion
	Points noted were:-
· It was confirmed that the work on the end of the pavilion had been completed.

26/70	Playingfield
	Points noted were:-
· Play Equipment Inspection Report – The report was considered and it was noted there were no high-risk items identified.  It was noted the report did identify that maintenance of the safety matting was needed.  It was proposed and agreed that a local contractor be asked to complete this. 
· Councillors thanked Mr Anderson for his work on repainting and tidying the play equipment.
· Tree Trimming – it was confirmed that work had been completed.
· Bonfire Ash – It was noted that the ash needed to be removed.  Andrew confirmed he would be able to arrange this and would complete.

26/71	Highways
It was noted that there were several areas around the parish where hedges, mostly from private gardens, were overgrowing onto the roads forcing vehicles into the middle of the roads.  It was agreed that an item would be put in the newsletter asking households to ensure they kept hedges cut back.  It was noted that the Parish Council could write to individual households and if this did not work, it could be passed to ECC for action who would notify the household that work could be carried out by ECC and the household charged.	

26/72	Footpaths
Nothing to report.

26/73	Planning
· Solar Farm proposal, Robin Hood End – It was noted that a public drop-in event was taking place on 5 August 2026.
· 25/02346/COUPA -Greenfields Farm – Appeal dismissed.

26/74	Finance
	Accounts Paid
	Zurich (insurance renewal)			£951.10
	EALC (annual subs)				£164.02
	Wendy Anderson (reimbursement for paints) 	£48.50
	Community Heartbeat Trust 			£90.89
	Wendy Anderson (reimbursement for paints)	£91.48
	Eden Print (Newsletter)				£32.00
	Fenland Leisure 				£129.60
	Debbie Hilliard (wages)				£822.64
	Richard Wright (pavilion cleaning)		£123.50
	Electricity					£21.35

	Accounts to be paid
	M&N Pyman (1st verge cut)			£849.60

	Monies Received
	Pavilion Cash (cash from bookings)		£101.00
	Bank Interest					£12.13
	Pavilion booking (ladies’ group)			£20.00

	Notional Balances at 9 July 2026
	Balance of current account			£23,892.57
	Balance of high interest account			£  4,268.33
							£28,160.90
	Less Bonfire fund				£13,825.36
							£14,335.54	

It was proposed and agreed that £100 be paid towards the cost of maintaining the village website.

26/75	Date, time and place of next meetings.
	24 September
	19 November

	Bonfire Night – Agreed as 7 November 2026

There being no further business to discuss the meeting closed at approximately 8.15pm.





Signed: ………………………………………………		Dated: ………………………………………………
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