


STAMBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 24 September 2026 at 7.30pm.  The meeting was held in the village hall.

PRESENT:
Mr Andrew Drysdale				Mr Nathan Robins (ECC and SPC)
Mr Martyn Fall					Mrs Val Kerrison
Mrs Wendy Anderson				Mrs Karen Grant
Mr Neil Pyman

IN ATTENDANCE:
Cllr Richard van Dulken (BDC)
					
CLERK:
Mrs Deborah Hilliard


26/76	Apologies for absence.
	None.

26/77	Declaration of interests, personal or prejudicial
There were no declarations made.  

26/78	Minutes of meeting held on 23 July 2026
The minutes of the meeting held on 23 July 2026 were approved as a correct record and signed.

26/79	Matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting
	There were no matters arising.

26/80	Report of District Councillor
	Cllr van Dulken reported.  Points noted were:-
· Local Plan – Noted as approved by BDC going forward.  All information available on www.baintree.gov.uk/localplanreg19 
· Robin Hood Solar Farm – It was noted there was the first meeting of the Community Liaison Group taking place on 30 September 2026 at Stambourne Village Hall.  Unfortunately, Cllr van Dulken was unable to attend.
· Wethersfield Airbase – Currently holding 710 people.  No timeline has been set to increase numbers to 1245.  
· Waste and Recycling collections – Some changes were expected to be introduced to the collection regime.  However, it was unlikely that the frequency of collections would change and more information was awaited.
· Highways – It was noted that roads in the parish and local area had very few potholes.
· Grants – The Councillors’ Community Grant was available.
· Hedingham Health Centre – Ongoing.

There were no questions and Cllr van Dulken was thanked for his update.

Cllr Robins reported.  Points noted were:-

· Highways – 
· Essex County Council declared a pothole emergency as historically repairs were taking 9-12 months.  In July results were 60% higher this year than 2025 and in August 30% higher than 2025.  998 reports since May in Braintree District which was the second highest district in Essex.  There was now a 90-day target to repair potholes and working towards that target and hope to see a large percentage being completed. 
· Between April and August there were 74,000 drainage issues dealt with which was a 20% increase on previous year.  The county has only 4 jetting units across Essex, but the number of drains was unknown.
· Local Highways Plan – This had been reviewed and the decision was made to cease funding in 2027.
· Overgrown hedges – 729 enforcement letters had been issued across the District.  Overgrown hedges can be reported using the ECC online reporting tool.
· Local Government Re-organisation – The judicial review did not go ahead and the proposal has been withdrawn from Essex, Suffolk and Norfolk.  District Council elections will be held in 2027.  There could be proposals for Greater Essex Mayoral elections.
· Fostering – Essex County Council has begun a campaign to increase the number of foster families from 500 to 750.
· Operation Vanguard – the provision of private security teams in Chelmsford, Colchester and Braintree has begun as a 3-month trial.

26/81	Pavilion
	Points noted were:-
· Fire safety – It was noted that the fire extinguishers had had their annual inspection.
· Bookings – The number of bookings through the summer were noted.

26/82	Playingfield
	Points noted were:-
· Basket Swing – It was agreed to order the family swing from Caledonian Play.  Debbie will obtain an up-to-date quote, and it the cost is under £2,000 will order.
· Ash removal – Noted as completed and it was agreed to get a small gift to thank the volunteers that carried this out.

26/83	Highways
It was proposed and agreed that the overgrown hedges and trees at Manns Cross be reported to ECC Highways for action.

26/84	Footpaths
	Nothing to report.

26/85	Planning
Robin Hood Solar Farm – It was noted that Stambourne Parish Council had been invited to send representatives to the Community Liaison Group meeting being held by Qualitas Energy on 30 September 2026.  Wendy Anderson and Andrew Drysdale agreed to attend.

26/86	Bonfire Night
The date of bonfire night was confirmed as Saturday 7 November 2026.  A pre-meeting to discuss arrangements will take place at the end of tonight’s Parish Council meeting.

Cllr van Dulken left the meeting.

26/87	Village Hall Update
Wendy Anderson reported:
· Christmas lights – taking place on 5 December 2026 at 5pm.  The Parish Council agreed to donate the sum of £100 towards the cost of a Christmas tree to come from the Bonfire Fund.  
· Quiz night – taking place on 31 October 2026.  Tickets £12.50.  The grand draw will take place.  
· Yoga starts on 28 September 2026.
· The resident who has dealt with the village hall bookings for many years was now retiring and was thanked for carrying this out.  A resident from Chapel End Way had volunteered to take over.

26/88	Audit 2025-26 and Risk
Debbie reported that the external auditors had notified that the accounts were closed and agreed but would include a “Except For” clause as boxes on Section 2 and 3 did not match.  

In accordance with previous request from the auditor the Parish Council considered and noted areas of risk and mitigation:

	Area of Risk
	Mitigation

	Playing field – Trees, play equipment, use by dog walkers,
	Trees were inspected by a licensed tree surgeon to avoid risk of branches falling.
Play equipment – annual inspection by certified company and appropriate works undertaken where necessary
Use by dog walkers – agreed as winter season only, on leads.

	Pavilion – fire risk, accident by users
	Fire extinguishers, alarm and blanket in place and annual inspection by proper fire safety company.  Fire risk assessment in place.  Use of the pavilion by prior arrangement only and completion of booking form with conditions.  Appropriate insurance cover in place.

	Finance
	Finance reports to every parish council meeting, cost centres reviewed by Clerk, Internal and external audits undertaken annually.  Budgets reviewed and agreed in November and January meetings.  Online banking with 2 approvers.

	GDPR
	Noted but only confidential areas relate to employment.




26/89	Finance
	Accounts Paid
	James Gill Builder – Pavilion			£326.00
	Steve Platt – Website				£100.00	
	Eon						£19.55
	Wave						£69.67
	Eon						£23.72

	Accounts to be paid
	Saxon Fire 					£221.04
	Eden Print					£70.00
	Deborah Hilliard (wages)			
	Monies Received
	Pavilion Booking				£150.00
	Pavilion Booking				£20.00
	Pavilion Booking				£20.00
	ECC 1st verge cut				£708.00
	Birdbrook PC (refund from Zurich)		£243.71

	Notional Balances at 17 September 2026
	Balance of current account			£23,645.74
	Balance of high interest account			£  4,268.33
							£27,914.07
	Less Bonfire fund				£13,825.36
							£14,088.71	

26/90	Date, time and place of next meetings.
	19 November 2026 at 7pm in the village hall.

There being no further business to discuss the meeting closed at approximately 8.30pm.





Signed: ………………………………………………		Dated: ………………………………………………
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